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Public  Health  Offices, 

Town  Hall,  Braintree. 

May,  1968. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  for  your  information  the  1967 
annual  report  on  the  health,  vital  statistics  and  sanitary  circum- 
stances of  the  Braintree  and  Booking  Urban  District. 

I am  indebted  to  Dr.  Miller  Wood  the  Area  Medical  OfiBcer 
for  providing  details  of  the  Work  done  at  the  various  Essex 
County  Council  Clinics. 

Vital  Statistics 

The  population  rose  by  590  and  is  now  estimated  by  the 
Registrar  General  as  22,310. 

There  were  436  live  births,  an  increase  of  21  oni  1966  and  our 
corrected  birth  rate  of  19.5  per  1,000  is  rather  higher  than  the 
national  average  of  17.2. 

There  were  250  deaths  giving  a death  rate  of  11.2  per  1,000 
which  is  the  same  as  the  national  figure. 

Six  infant  deaths  were  recorded  giving  an  infantile  mortality 
rate  of  14  per  1,000  live  births. 

The  causes  of  death  were: — ^Prematurity  2,  and  one  each 
from  meninge-myelocele,  rhesus  imcompatibility,  respiratory  dis- 
tress and  congenital  heart  disease. 

Notifiable  Infectioiis  Disease 

The  total  notified  was  542  with  383  cases  of  measles  and 
122  cases  of  dysentery.  They  were  all  Sonne  dysentery  which  is 
a highly  contagious  but  usually  mild  type.  It  is  particularly  apt 
to  apreil  in  schools.  The  first  3 cases  were  notifi^  in  November 
and  by  Decem'ber  the  disease  had  taken  a hold  in  several  of  our 
junior  and  infant  schools  giving  a total  of  119  oases.  By  the  end 
of  November  I had  a shrewd  suspicion  that  the  epidemic  was  on 
the  way  and  I alerted  all  the  doctors  by  letter  and  followed  this 
up  with  a letter  of  advice  to  all  head  teachers  with  regard  to 
preventive  measures.  Every  case  was  visited  by  a Health  Inspec- 
tor and  specimens  collected  from  otheF  members  of  the  family 
and  this  brought  to  light  many  new  cases.  A few!  of  these  Con- 
tact cases  attended  schools  outside  Braintree  and  in  these  cases 
the  appropriate  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  informed.  No 
child  was  allowed  back  to  school  until  he  had  produced  two 
consecutive  negative  specimens  of  faeces.  All  these  specimens 
had  to  be  collected  and  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Chelmsford,  for  examination.  I am  igrateful  for  the  full  co-opera- 
tion we  had  from  Dr.  Pilsworth  at  the  Laboratory  and  his  staff  in 
examining  the  specimens  and  to  our  own  Public  Health  Inspectors 
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for  collecting  them.  I would  like  also  to  thank  our  family  doctors 
for  prompt  notLScation,  the  teachers  for  enforcing  the  necessary 
preventive  measures  and  not  least  the  parents  who  with  veay 
little  demur  kept  their  children  away  from  school  until  certified 
as  free  from  infection.  December  was  the  worst  month,  the 
notifications  dropped  to  13  in  January,  1968,  and  the  epidemic 
then  fizzled  out. 

It  is  interesting  to  recall  that  we  had  a similar  epidemic  of 
dysentery  in  1958  when  60  cases  were  recorded.  Again  the  first 
notification  was  in  Novemiber  with  the  peak  incidence  (59)  in 
December  followed  by  13  cases  in  January,  1959. 

1966  was  a very  slack  year  for  measles  with  only  23  noti- 
fications so  it  was  not  surprising  to  find  383  cases  in  1967.  The 
interesting  news  about  measles  is  that  a measles  preventive  vaccine 
has  been  produced  and  will  be  availaibJe  for  use  in  1968. 

We  have  become  accustomed  to  think  of  measles  as  a natural 
concomitant  of  childhood,  but  it  causes  a good  deal  of  suffering 
and  it  has  a low  but  appreciable  mortality.  Throughout  England 
and  Wales  there  are  something  like  80  deaths  a year  from  measles. 
So  I am  sure  parents  'will  welcome  the  advent  of  the  measles 
vaccine. 


Environmental  Hygiene 

Your  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  has  covered  this  field  in 
his  usual  efficient  manner  and  there  is  little  for  me  to  add. 

You  will  note  that  the  water  supply  was  adequate  in  quantity 
and  quality,  all  samples  analysed  were  satisfactory. 

The  improvements  to  the  Booking  Sewage  Works  became 
operative  during  the  year  although  some  work  remained  to  be 
done. 

The  Council  completed  62  houses  and  'private  enterprise  264. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948.  Section  47 

It  was  necessary  to  obtain  a Mlagistrate’s  order  to  remove 
one  old  lady  to  hospital.  She  Was  living  alone  in  poor  circum- 
stances and  quite  unable  to  care  for  herself. 

My  grateful  thanks  go  to  the  Chairman  and  memibers  of  the 
iPublic  Health  Committee  for  their  help  and  guidance  through- 
out the  year  and  to  Mr.  Bayley  and  his  staff  and  my  colleagues 
in  other  departments  for  their  whole-hearted  co-operation  at  aU 
times. 

I am. 

Yours  faithfully, 

C.  R.  C.  RAINSFORD. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Public  Health  Offices, 
Town  Hall, 

Braintree, 

May,  1968. 

To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Braintree  and 
Booking  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting,  in  conjunction  with  the  Report 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  my  report  on  the  work  of  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  for  the  year  1967. 

The  routine  work  of  the  department  in  connection  with  food 
hygiene,  clean  air,  pest  control,  nuisances  and  the  health  and  wel- 
fare of  shop  and  office  workers  was  maintained  during  the  year, 
in  some  instances  on  a reduced  scale,  and  calls  for  no  special 
comment  other  than  given  in  the  body  of  the  report. 

The  small  residue  of  unfit  houses  remaining  from  the  Coun- 
cil’s clearance  programme  as  modified  from  time  to  time  was 
further  eroded  by  the  making  of  ten  demolition  orders,  whilst  the 
improvement  of  sub-standard  houses  by  way  of  improvement 
grants  continued  at  a reasonable  rate.  Tliere  has  been  a slight  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  houses  in  multiple  occupation,  due 
mainly  to  student  occupation,  but  no  major  problem  has  arisen  in 
this  field. 

The  decision  of  the  Counjcil  to  place  the  administration  of 
the  cleansing  service  under  the  public  health  department  resulted 
in  a concentration  of  effort  on  this  service  which  was  prolonged 
by  my  own  decision  to  delay  the  appointment  of  supervisory 
staff.  The  publication  of  the  Report  of  the  Working  Party  on 
Refuse  Collection  followed  closely  on  the  transfer  and  when  the 
service  as  existing  in  the  urban  district  was  measured  against  the 
recommendations  contained  in  the  Report  it  was  apparent  that  we 
were  well  to  the  fore  and  proceeding  on  the  right  lines.  However, 
any  hopes  of  rapid  improvement  in  this  service  received  a severe 
blow  as  a result  of  the  financial  crisis,  but  it  will  'be  regrettable  if 
development  is  completely  stopped.  It  is  desirable  that  funds 
should  be  made  available  as  soon  as  practicable  in  order  to 
eliminate  some  of  the  more  unsatisfactory  features  of  the  service, 
for  example,  the  storage  and  collection  erf  trade  wastes  and  the 
cleansing  of  the  markets. 

I wish  to  thank  members  for  their  support  and  confidence 
and  to  acknowledge  the  help  and  co-operation  of  the  Health 
Department  staff  and  of  fellow  officers  in  other  Departments. 

I am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

S.  F.  BAYLEY, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL,  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acres 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate)  ... 
Number  of  inhahitedi  houses  according;  to  rate  boots 
Rateable  value 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 


6,812 

22,310 

7,593 

...£1,029,103 

£4,128 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

...  407 

221 

186 

Illegitimate 

...  29 

15 

14 

Total  live  births 

...  436 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  ftota®  live  births 
Birth  rate  corrected  by  comparability  figure  of  0.99  ... 
Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1 ,000  population 


19.5 

6.7 

19.3 

17.2 


STILL  BIRTHS 


Total  Male 

Legitimate  ...  11  6 

Illegitimate  ...  1 — 

Rate  per  1,(KX)  total  live  and  stiU  births 
Rate  per  1,000  total  birthls  England  and  Wales 
Total  live  and  still  births — 448 


Female 

5 

1 


27.0 

14.8 


Infant  Deaths 


Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year — 

Total  Male  Female 
Legitimate  ...  5 4 1 

Illegitimate  ...  1 — 1 

Tot^  infant  deaths  ...  6 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  ...  ...  14.0 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  12.3 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  34.5 

Neo-netal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  total 

live  births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14.0 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per  1,0(X) 

total  live  births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11.5 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under  1 week 

combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  ...  ...  38.0 

Infantile  (mortality  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  live  births  18.3 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  Hve  and  still  births  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


DEATHS 

Total  Male  Female 

250  122  128 

Death  rate  per  1,(K)0  estimated  pojp^atiom  ...  ...  ...  11.2 

Death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  figure  of  0.79  ...  ...  8.8 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  112 
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DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES,  1967 


The  table  below  was  compiled  from  figures  supplied  ty  tJie 
Registrar  General  and  the  classification  is  given  under  the  thirty-six 
based  on  the  Abbreviated  List  of  the  International  Statistical 
Classification  of  Diseases,  Injuries  and  Causes  of  Death,  1948. 

Male  Female 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


Tuberculosis,  rfespiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ... 

Mahgnajnt  neoplasm,  uterus  ... 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease 
Other  circulatory  disease 
Influenza 
Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  re^ratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis,  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


1 

1 


1 — 

1.1  1 

— 7 


10 

1 

2 

18 

24 

9 

3 

1 

12 

9 

1: 


14 

1 

3 

24 

14 

4 
8 
8 

21 

1 


II  — 

3 — 

1 I 

13  14 

1 4 

1 1 


All  Cause*  122 


128 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  SERVICES 

(a)  Under  the  control  of  the  Essex  County  Council:  — 

(i)  Braintree— Essex  County  Health  Services  Clinic,  Coggeshall  Road:— 

Attendances 


Speech  Therapy 

Every  Thursday  and 
Friday 

By  Appt. 

514 

Child  Welfare 

Every  Tuesday 

2 p.m. 

2,196 

Women’s  Welfare 
and  Cervical 

Cytology 

Isit  & 3rd  Wednesday 

10  ajn. 

151 

School  Clinic 

Every  Tuesday 

10  ajn. 

308 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccinaition  Every  Tuesday  and 

1st  Friday 

(By  Appt.) 

Dental  Clinic 

Monday,  Wednesday 
Thursday  & Friday 

10  a.m. 

2,4S9 

Diphtheria,  Whooping 
Cough  and 

Tetanus  Immunisation 

1st  Friday 

3 pjn. 

Bocking — Village  Hall. 
Child  Welfare 

4th  Thursday 

2 p.m. 

334 

(ii)  Home  Help  Service:  — 

This  useful  service  is  administered  from  the  Area  Health  OflSce, 
75,  Springfield  (Road,  Chelmsford. 


(iii)  Ambulance  Service:  — 

The  Ambulance  Station  is  situated  in  Crossing  Road,  Braintree.  A 
full  24  hour  cover  is  provided. 


(iv)  Laboratory  Services:  — 

The  Essex  County  Council  provide  a laboratory  service  which 
includes  the  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis  of  water  sam{}les, 
the  chemical  analysis  of  sewage  effluents,  the  bacteriologicai  examina” 
tion  of  ice  cream,  and  the  examination  of  other  foods  for  pathogenic 
organisms.  These  examinations  are  carried  out  by  either  the 
Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories.  Grays  Inn  Road,  London, 
W.C.I.,  or  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Chelmsford  and  Essex 
Hospital,  New  London  Road,  Chelmsford. 

(b)  Under  the  control  of  the  North-East  Metropolitan  Regional 
Hospital  Board:  — 


(i)  Chest  Clinics:  — 

These  are  held  twice  weekly  at  St.  Michael’s  Hospital,  Braintree 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Diseases 

Total  Notified 

Adnutted  to 
Hoispital 

Total  Deaths 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

122 

1 

— 

Encephalitis 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

3 

2 

— 

Infective  Hepatitis 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

3«3 

— 

Meningococcal  Inl^tion 

— 

— 

— 

Opdithalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Paralytic  Poliomyelitis  .. 

— 

— 

— 

Non-paralytic 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

13 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis,  pulmonary 

6 

5 

li 

Tuberculosis, 

Non-pulmonary 

1 

— 

— 

Whooning  Cough 

14 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

542 

8 

1 
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:OUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  AC3CORDING  TO  AGE 
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Totals  542  12 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  MONTH  BY  MONTH 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases 


Deaths 


Noo- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary  

M F M F 


Pulmonary 
~M  F 


Non- 

Pulmonary 


M F 


Undeir  1 
1 
2 

3 

4 

5 - 9 
10  - 14 
15  - 19 
20  - 34 
35  - 44 
45  - 64 


I 


65  & over  I 

— 

— 1 1 



— 

Totalis  4 

2 

— 1 1 

— 

— 

Of  ithese,  one  case  was 
District  duriutg  1967. 

re-notified  on  taking 

up  residence 

in  the 

VACCINATION 

Primary  Courses — 

Diphtheria,  Pertussis 

AND  IMMUNISATION 

By  General  By  County 
Praotitiooen  Staff 

Total 

and  Teitanius  

311 

42 

353 

Diptheria  & Tetanus  

2 

11 

13 

Diphtheria  

— 

7 

7 

Pertussis  

— 

— 

— 

Tetanus  

12 

35 

47 

Poliomyelitis  

2»9 

78 

367 

Smallpox  

172 

— 

172 

BX^.G 

Reinfordng  Doms 

I>iphtheria,  Pertussis 

442 

442 

and  Tetanus  

152 

8 

160 

Diphtheria  and  Tetanus  ... 

102 

79 

181 

Diphtheria  

1 

29 

30 

Pertussis  

— 

— 

— 

Tetanus  

8 

39 

47 

Poliomyelitis  

135 

108 

243 

Smallpox  

11 

— 

11 

12 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER 

During  1967  87%  of  the  water  was  obtained  from  tlie  Codham  borer 
hole' and  12%  from  the  Notley  Road  borehole,  the  small  remainder  being 
purchased  from  tlie  Braintree  Rural  District. 

Ail  the  water  was  chlorinated  before  passing  into  the  mains  and  none 
is  liable  to  have  a plumbo-solvent  action.  I’he  supply  from  Codham  is 
subjected  to  aeration,  filtration  and  softening  which  ensures  a water  of  an 
acceptable  quality  as  can  be  seen  in  the  foliiowing  reports. 

The  number  of  samples  submitted  during  the  year  for  bacteriological 
examination  was  as  follows:  — 


Raw 

Water 

Water  in 
Supply 

T«tal 

Codham  Borehole 

5 

5 

10 

Notley  Road  Works 

1 

— 

1 

Private  Supplies 

1 

— 

1 

Main  Supply  Via  Storage  tank 

— 

1 

1 

All  the  samples  were  reported  upon  as  being  satisfactory. 

At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
who  are  making  a report  upon  plumbo-solvency,  an  investigation  was  made 
for  lead  determination,  which  included  a sample  taken  after  wato  had 
been  standing  in  a lead  pipe  overnight.  The  report  was  very  satisfaotccy 
and  showed  that  lead  was  not  dissolved. 

Samples  were  also  submitted  for  chemical  analysis  and  typical  results 
of  the  samples  were  given  as  follows:  — 


Sample  from  Braintree  Waterworks  28^.67 


CHEMICAL  RESULTS  IN  PARTS  PER  MILLION 


Appearance:  Clear  and  Bright 

'Turbidity  j less  than  i 

Colour  (Hazen)  

Nil 

Odour  

Nil 

pH  

8.0 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

5 

Electric  Conductivity 

1650 

Dissolved  Solids  dried 

at 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride 

385 

180°C  

...  1130 

Hardness : Total  

125 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium 

Carbonate 

125 

Carbonate 

...  290 

Non-Carbonate 

0 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  less 

than  0.01 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  

0.0 

Oxygen  Absorbed 

...  0,10 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

0.70 

Metals:  Iron 

...  0.03 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

0.00 

Zinc,  Copper,  Lead 

...  absent 

This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  has  a reaction  on  ithe 
alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and  is  free  from  metals  apart  from  a negligible 
trace  of  iron.  The  hardness  of  the  water  is  very  moderate.  Its  somewhat 
high  content  of  mineral  and  saline  constituents  including  chlorides  is 
substantially  normal  for  this  source  and  is  not  considered  excessive  for 
drinking  and  domestic  uses.  The  water  conforms  to  the  highest  standard  of 
organic  quality  and  is  also  of  very  satisfactory  bacterial  purity. 

These  results  indicate  a pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for 
drinking  and  domestic  uses.  (Its  known  content  of  fluorine  is  higher  than 
is  consider^  most  desirable  from  the  aspect  of  causing  mottled  enamelX 
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Sample  from  Codham  Borehole:  Before  treatment  193 JS1 
CHEMICAL  RESULTS  IN  PARTS  PER  MILLION 


Appearance:  Very  faint  opales- 

Turbidity  

3 

cence  with  a slight  brown 

de- 

Odour  

...  Nil 

posit.  Microscopical  exam: 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

24 

Mineral  particles  and  threads 

of 

Dissolved  Solids  Dried 

at 

iron  bacteria. 

180‘’C  

...  580 

Colour  fHazen)  Filtered 

NQ 

Alk^nity  as  Calcium 

pH  

7.4 

Carbonate 

...  285 

Electric  Conductivity 

840 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

...  0.5 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride 

no 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

...  absent 

Hardness:  Total  

340 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

...  0.22 

Carbonate 

285 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

...  0.01 

Non-carbonate 

55 

Metals:  Iron 

...  0.28 

Oxygen  Absorbed  

0.10 

Zinc,  Copper,  Lead 

...  absent 

Residual  Chlorine  ...  absent 

This  sample  shows  slight  opalesceace  and  deposit  associated  with  the 
trace  of  iron  which  is  present.  The  reaction  of  the  water  is  slightly  on 
the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality.  It  is  very  hard  in  character  and  has  a 
somewhat  hi^er  but  not  excessive  content  of  mineral  and  saline  con- 
stituents. It  is  of  a high  standard  of  organic  quality  and  bacterial  purity. 

These  results  indicate  suitability  for  treatment  for  public  supply 
purposes. 


Sample  from  Codham  Borehole:  After  treatment  19.9.67 
CHEMICAL  RESULTS  IN  PARTS  PER  MILUON 


Turbidity  less 

than  3 

Appearance:  Bright  with  a 

few 

Odour  

NQ 

particles. 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

absent 

Colour  (Hazen)  

NU 

Dissolved  Solids  Dried  at 

pH  

8.2 

180“C  

500 

Electric  Conductivity 

750 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride 

138 

Carbonate  

145 

Hardness : Total  

190 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  

0.4 

Carbonate 

145 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  

absent 

Non-carbonate  . . . 

50 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

0.01 

Oxygen  Absorbed  

0.15 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

, 0.00 

Residual  Chlorine  absent 

Iron : 

. 0X)3 

Zinc,  Copper,  Lead 

absent 

This  sampl'e  is  practically 

clear 

and  bright  in  appearance. 

has  a 

reaction  on  the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and  is  free  from  metals  apart 
from  a negligible  trace  of  iron.  The  hardness  of  the  water  is  moderate.  Its 
somewhat  high  content  of  mineral  and  saline  constituents  is  not  considered 
excessive.  The  water  conforms  to  the  highest  standard  of  organic  purity 
and  is  also  of  very  satisfactory  bacterial  purity. 

The  water  is  considered  pure  and  wholesome  in  characer  and  suitable 
for  drinking  and  domestic  uses. 


WATER  CONSUMPTION  IN  THE  DISTRICT 

The  amount  of  water  pumped  during  1967  : — 

Notley  Road  Waterworks  ...  ...  ...  41,168,100 

Codham  Borehole  ...  ...  ...  285,294,000 

Purchased  from  Braintree  Rural  District  Council  1,467,176 


Total  327,929,276 
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1 am  indebted  to  the  Council’s  Surveyor  and  Water  Engineer  for  the 
above  hgures. 

Based  on  the  total  population  of  22,310  and  allowing  for  120  persons 
occupying  40  nouses  wno  uo  not  ootam  a supply  from  the  puolic  mams, 
mese  ligures  represent  an  overall  consumption  of  40.5  gallons  per  heau 
per  day.  the  amount  of  water  supplied  through  meters  for  trade  and 
agricultural  purposes  was  68,592,804  gallons,  equivalent  to  5.D  gallons  per 
head  per  day,  leaving  a net  consumption  per  head  per  day  of  32  gallons 
for  domestic  purposes. 

The  total  amount  of  water  distributed  was  5%  more  >than  in  1966,  an 
increase  m consumption  of  almost  In  million  gallons,  a similar  increase 
to  the  previous  year,  in  spite  of  this  the  high  consumption  of  1963  has  not 
been  reached  and  there  is  sufficient  quantity  of  water. 

ft  is  esumated  that  22,190  persons  who  occupy  7,553  houses  are 
served  by  public  mains.  Of  these  8 houses  with  an  estimated  population 
of  24  are  served  by  5 standpipes  situated  in  the  open. 

There  are  40  houses  with  private  supplies,  35  of  which  are  piped 
inside. 

DRACVAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

1 understand  from  tlie  Surveyor  that  although  some  progress  has  been 
made  in  the  completion  of  the  improvements  to  the  booking  Sewage  works 
the  works  are  m full  and  effective  operation  but  the  means  of  sludge 
treatment  and  the  land  treatment  areas  are  still  not  finished. 

Nine  samples  of  the  final  effluent  of  Braintree  Sewage  Works  were 
taken  by  the  inspectors  of  the  Essex.  River  Authority. 

All  were  reported  as  unsatisfactory,  four  in  respect  of  suspended 
solids  only. 

In  addition  a further  three  samples  were  taken  at  varying  stages  to 
show  the  de^ee  of  purification. 

At  Bocking  Works  six  samples  were  taken,  two  of  which  were  re- 
ported as  satisfactory,  three  unsatisfactory  with  regard  to  suspended  solids, 
and  the  other  one  unsatisfactory. 

It  must  be  realised  that  a very  higli  standard  is  sot  by  the  River 
Authority  due  to  the  low  dilution  of  the  discharge  and  in  spite  of  these 
results  the  works  are  reasonably  adequate  for  the  district.  Further  expan- 
sions are  planned  to  allow  for  population  increase. 

A house  previously  drained  to  a cesspool  has  been  connected  to  the 
sewer. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

The  Council  decided  that  from  1st  June  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  should  be  responsible  for  the  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse. 

Collection  continued  on  a weekly  basis  and,  in  spite  of  some  vehicle 
breakdowns,  was  maintained.  The  Council  continued  to  encourage  the  use 
of  paper  sacks  in  place  of  dustbins  on  new  estates.  In  addition  it  was 
decided  to  investigate  the  use  of  plastic  or  paper  sacks  to  line  existing 
dustbins. 

The  refuse  was  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  Straits  Mill,  a 
new  tip  area  being  commenced  in  August. 

The  day-to-day  supervision  of  this  service  took  up  considerable  time, 
some  741  visits  being  made  in  this  connection,  and  the  Coimcil  decided 
to  apfioint  a foreman  to  take  over  this  part  of  the  service. 

The  Working  Party  Report  on  Refuse  Collection  which  was  published 
during  the  year  gives  a good  foundation  for  the  future  of  this  service  with 
emphasis  on  hygienic  methods.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  in  this  district 
the  service  is  generally  on  similar  lines  and  iby  continual  supervision  and 
improvement  will  be  satisfactory.  . 

The  Braintree  Rural  District  Council  gave  notice  that  they  intend  to 
collect  aU  refuse  in  their  district  from  the  1st  April,  1968  and  nw  routes 
are  being  arranged.  They,  however,  are  stUl  without  a tip  and  the  tip  at 
Straits  Mill  is  tearing  a double  burden. 
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INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 
(1)  Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections. 

During  the  year  1967  the  following  inspections  were  made  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  to  the  premises  detailed:  — 


Nature  of  Inspections 

s 

Revisits 

Total  Visits 

Housiojg — Housing  Act  ... 

15 

18 

33 

Housioig — Public  Health  Act 

43 

53 

96 

Other  Visits — ^Housinig  Act 

22 

4 

26 

Other  Visits — ^Public  Heailrtih'  Act  ... 

111 

56 

183 

Improvememt  Grants 

60 

164 

224 

Water  Supply  ... 

8 

2 

10 

Water  Sampding 

22 

22 

Notifiable  Diseases 

175 

88 

263 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  ... 

45 

28 

73 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  & Delivery 

75 

60 

135 

Vehicles  Regulations) 

21 

2 

29 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

5 

1 

6 

Ice  Cream  Sampling 

11 

— 

11 

Slaughterhouse  Hygiene  {Regulations 

38 

73 

111 

Slau^terhouse  Cruelty  Regulations 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection  : — 

21 

27 

48 

(a)  Slaughterhouses 

3718 

28 

5746 

Shops  •••  ••• 

74 

— 

74 

(c)  Markets 

78 

1 

79 

Factories  Act  (Power)  ... 

10 

6 

16 

Factories  Act  ((Building  Sites) 

26 

19 

45 

Shops  Act 

8 

6 

14 

Barber  Shops  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Drainage 

59 

51 

no 

Atmos^eric  Pollution  ... 

14 

4 

18 

Overcrowding  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Caravan  Sites  ... 

7 

7 

14 

Vermin  and  Insect  Pests 

20 

15 

35 

Rat  Infestations 

32 

9 

41 

Interviews  Owners/ Builders 

91 

2 

93 

Knadeers'  Yard 

7 

— 

7 

Swimming  Baths 

48 

— 

48 

Swimming  .Baths,  Sampling 

9 

— 

9 

OflBces,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  ... 

37 

86 

123 

Public  Cleansing 

6i8 

53 

741 

Noise  Abatement  Act  ... 

2 

1 

3 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act 

1 

— 

1 

Miscellaneous  ... 

214 

— * 

214 

Totals 

5840 

864 

6704 

16 


(2)  NOTICES 


Sanitary  Defects  and  Nuisances 

(a)  Housing 

Defective  rocxfs,  rainwater  pipes  etc 

Other  external  defects  

Damp  walls 
Internal  defects 
Defective  sinks 


Defects  etc. 
Found 
...  4 

...  2 
...  2 
...  1 


Work  done 
or  Abated 
9 
5 
4 
14 
1 


(b)  Drainage 

Choked  drains  and  W.C.’s 
Defective  drains 
Old  drains  tested 


119  119 

1 2 

— 4 


(c)  General 

Defective  W.C.’s  and  W.C.  structures  ...  5 

Houses  with  defective  dustbins  ...  ...  10 

Offensive  accumulations  ...  ...  — 

Other  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  2 

Contraventions  of  the  Offices,  Shops  and 

Railway  Premises  Act  ...  ...  10 

Notices  Served 

Informal  ...  ...  ...  26 


5 

3 

1 

1 

49 

Notices  Abated 
42 


HOUSING 

Sixty-two  houses  were  completed  by  the  Council  during  1967  and  a 
further  two  hundred  and  sixty-four  privately. 

Individual  Unfit  Houses 

Demolition  orders  were  made  on  ten  houses.  Two  undertakings  not  to 
relet  were  cancelled  as  the  houses  were  made  fit  and  included  wifii  anoffier 
to  make  one  large  house. 

Clearance  Areas 

Ten  houses  subject  to  a clearance  order  were  demolished. 

Re-Housing 

Four  families  were  re-housed  from  houses  subject  to  clearance  orders 
in  1967. 

Repair  of  Houses 

Sixteen  houses  were  made  fit  as  a result  of  informal  action  under  the 
Housing  Act  and  Public  Health  Act. 

Improvement  Grants 

During  the  year  there  were  forty-eight  applications  for  improvement 
grants.  Seven  Discretionary  Grants  for  improving  houses  and  forty-one 
Standard  Grants  were  made,  in  two  cases  the  maximum  being  extended  to 
allow  for  building  a bathroom. 

The  Council  approved  a total  of  £1,964  for  Discretionary  Grants  and 
a maximum  of  £4^21  for  Standard  Grants.  This  amounted  to  an  annual 
charge  on  the  rates  of  £37  for  Discretionary  Granits  and  a maximum  of 
£86  for  Standard  Grants. 

OFFICES  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT 

Due  to  staffing  difficulties  and  other  duties  the  number  of  visite  made 
fell  to  a total  of  123,  but,  in  spite  of  this,  it  is  felt  that  the  situatiem 
generally  remains  satisfactory. 

Again,  the  few  accidents  reported  have  been  of  a minor  nature  and  it 
was  not  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  in  any  of  the  cases  wh^o 
contraventicMis  were  found. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS.  1961 

(I)  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number  of 

Premises 

Number  on 

Register 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  ... 

7 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

93 

16 

1 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

45 

45 

Total 

145 

61 

1 

— 

(II)  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found: — 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were 

Number 

Referred 

of  cases 
in  which 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
IiBpector 

Prosecu- 

tions 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

' “ 

Unreasonable  tan^nature 

(S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

{c)Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

“ 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 

relating  to  outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 
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Outworkers 


There  are  seven  outworkers  in  the  District,  all  engaged  in  the  making 
of  wearing  apparel.  No  contraventions  of  S^tions  133  and  134  were 
observed. 

Shops  Act 

Fourteen  visits  were  recorded  to  various  shops  under  this  Act  and 
occupiers  notified  of  contraventions.  Shops  inspected  under  the  Offices, 
Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  are  not  includ^  in  this  section  unless  a 
contravention  of  the  Shops  Act  is  found. 

Following  the  application  made  in  1966  for  the  Council  to  make  an 
order  to  waive  the  early  closing  day  in  one  particular  class  of  shops,  all 
shops  of  that  class  were  circularize.  The  replies  were  considered  and, 
as  die  majority  of  the  occupiers  were  not  in  favour  of  the  exemption,  the 
Council  did  not  make  an  order. 

Atmospheric  PoDotioii 

The  daily  volumetric  smoke  and  sulphur  instrument  continued  to 
operate  as  pmt  of  the  National  Survey. 

Two  applications  for  the  approval  of  the  installation  of  boilers  under 
the  Clean  Air  Act  were  made  and  granted. 

Moveable  Dweflings 

Two  permanent  sites  and  one  holiday  site  were  licensed  during  the 
year  together  with  a single  caravan  on  Council  owned  land  which  does 
not  require  a ilicence.  Of  the  permanent  sites  one  is  for  a single  caravan. 

Common  Lodguig  Houses 

Thera  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  district. 


SWIMMING  POOLS 


There  are  two  open-air  pools  and  two  open-air  school  instruction 
pools  in  the  district.  Tlie  Sun  Lido  was  not  open  for  use  during  the  year 

Forty-eight  visits  were  made  to  the  pools  when  field  tests  for  avail- 
able chlorine  were  made,  samples  taken  and  advice  given  where  necessary. 


Number  of  samples  submitted  during  the  year  was  as  follows:  — 


Council  Baths 
Main  Pool 
Tabor  Pood 

Alec  Hunter  School  Pool 
John.  Bunyan  School  Pool 


Bacteriological  Chemical 


3 

2 

2 

1 


1 


All  the  samples  were  reported  upon  as  being  satisfactory. 


The  Council  pool  is  opened  for  special  instruction  sessions  for  school 
children  from  Braintree  and  surrotmding  areas. 
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Insect  Pests 

The  occupiers  of  private  slaughterhouses  were  advised  and  assisted 
regarding  fly  control'  and  premises  were  kept  under  surveillance. 

Advice  and  assistance  were  also  given  .to  occupiers  regarding  anits,  red 
spiders,  cockroaches,  fleas  and  other  pests  in  respect  of  15  premises. 

In  addition  the  Rodent  Operator  dealt  with  91  wasps  nests. 


Disease  of  Animals  (lYaste  Foods)  Order,  1957 

The  licence  for  one  plant  for  the  sterilization  of  waste  foods  operat' 
ing  in  the  area  was  renewed  during  the  year. 


Steam  DisiBfector 

This  apparatus  was  not  used  during  the  year. 


Pet  Anknals  Act,  1951 

Two  licences  to  keep  pet  shops  were  renewed  dtiring  the  year. 


Animal  Boarding  Establisliments  Act,  1965 

One  licence  to  keep  a cattery  was  renewed. 


Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  1964 

One  dealer  surrendered  his  licence  as  he  had  discontinued  dealing, 
leaving  two  registered  dealers. 


Rodent  Control 

The  services  of  a full-time  operator  were  again  shared  with  neigh- 
bouring authorities. 

The  wwk  done  during  the  year  was  as  follows:  — 


Total  number  of  inspections  and  reinspeotions  ...  ...  995 

Number  of  properties  found  to  be  infested  and  treated:  — 

Major  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Minor  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  319 

Mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Survey  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Number  of  block  control  schemes  carried  out  ...  ...  11 


During  the  period  covered  hy  this  report  your  Council  continued  the 
free  treatment  of  domestic  premises  and  the  treatment  of  business  premises 
upon  a chargeable  basis. 

A 10%  test  of  the  sewers  was  made  with  a satisfactory  result  no  takes 
being  recorded. 


Legal  Proceedbigs 

No  legal  proceedings  were  instituted. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


During  the  year  three  cases  of  foreign  bodies  in  food  and  two  cases 
of  food  unfit  for  human  consumption  were  dealt  with. 


Ice  Oeam 

Two  local  manufacturers  and  their  premises  were  registwcd  for  the 
manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  and  one  was  registered  for  the 
manufacture  and  salte  of  soft  ice  cream. 

Seventy-two  certificates  of  registration  w^e  in  force  covering  veodcns 
of  ice  cream  retailing  from  shops  and  mobile  vans  in  the  area.  A few 
vendors  registered  elsewhere  in  the  Coimty  of  Essex  aJso  operate  in  the 
Council’s  district. 

Nine  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for  the  methylene  blue  re- 
duction tests  with  the  following  results : — 


Manufactured  in  District  Manufactured  Outside  the  District 


Four  in  Provisional  Grade 

I 

Nil  in  Provisional  Grade 

I 

Nil  in  Provisional  Grade 

II 

Two  in  Provisional  Grade 

II 

One  in  Provisional  Grade 

UI 

One  in  Provisional  Grade 

III 

Nil  in  Provisional  Grade 

IV 

One  in  Provisional  Grade 

IV 

Where  the  samples  fell  in 

1 grades  III  and  IV  attention  of  the 

manu- 

facturers  was  drawn  to  the  lower  quality  and  improvements  were  effected. 


Meat 

All  animals,  including  horses,  slaughtered  in  the  Council’s  area  were 
inspected. 

Throughout  the  year  the  Council  made  a charge  for  the  inspeetkm  of 
all  meat  in  accordance  with  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  1963,  and 
each  carcase  was  stamped. 

To  ensure  full  meat  inspection  and  limit  overtime  worked,  hemrs  of 
slaughter  were  fixed  for  each  slaughterhouse. 

Horse  flesh  slaughtered  for  human  consumption  in  the  Urban 
District  is  sold  outside  the  Council’s  area. 
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The  following  sets  out  the  particulars  of  animals  slaughtered  and  of 
inspections  and  condemnations  during  the  year:  — 


Cattle 

Sheep 

excluding  Cows 

Calves 

and 

Pigs 

Horses 

Cows 

Lambs 

Number  Killed 

..  3,655  368 

84 

8,783 

20,249 

758 

Number  Inspected 

. 3v655  368 

84 

8,783 

20,249 

758 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis  & Cysticercosis 

: — 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Weight  in  lb. 

2 10 

— 

2 

8 

2 

condemned 

Carcases  of  which 

440  3,917 

— 

65 

i782 

1,122 

some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

612  102 

9 

338 

1,193 

34 

Weight  in  lb. 

condemned 

5,8%  2,170 

30 

725 

3,608 

545 

Percentage  affected 

16^  30.4 

10.7 

3.9 

5.9 

4.8 

Tuberculosis  only:  — 
Whole  carcases 

condemned 

— — 

— 







Weight  in  lb. 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  ... 

1 — 

344 

Weight  in  lb. 

condemned 

18  — 

— 

— 

3,453 

— 

Percentage  affected 

0.03  — 

— 

— 

1.7 

— 

Cysticercosis : — 
Carcases  of  which 

some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  ... 

_ 

_ 

Weight  in  lb. 
condemned 

Carcases  submitted  for 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

treatment  by 
refrigeration 

. - 

. -- 

Generalised  & totally 

condemned 



— 

— 

— 

— 

Percentage  affected 



— 

— 

— 

— 

Each  slaughterhouse  occupier  was  responsible  for  the  satisfactory 
disposal  of  all  condemned  meat  and  offal.  Supervision  by  your  inspectors 
ensured  that  this  method  provided  adequate  safeguards  to  Public  Health. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act 

Twenty-three  licences  to  act  as  a slaughterman  were  renewed  during 
the  year,  four  of  these  licences  being  extended  to  include  the  slaughter  of 
horses,  and  two  oerw  licences  were  granted. 
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Other  Foods 


As  a result  of  inspections  carried  out  at  food  shops  and  food  preparing 
premises  in  the  district,  the  following  items  were  surrendered  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  during  the  year:  — 


Tinned  Ham  & Pork 

Tinned  Pork  Luncheon 

Shoulder 

124 

Meat  

37 

Tinned  Corned  Beef  ... 

63 

Tinned  Tongue 

11 

Tinned  Pineapple 

75 

Tinned  Pears 

105 

Tinned  Peaches 

353 

Tinned  Apricots 

67 

Tinned  Fruit 

440 

Tinned  Tomatoes 

61 

Tinned  Beans  

20 

Tinned  Peas  

98 

Tinned  Carrots 

4 

Tinned  Vegetables 

107 

Tinned  Fish  

71 

Tinned  Soup  

6 

Jam  

44 

Fresh  Fruit  

238 

Fish  

165 

Prunes  

25 

Frozen  Food  

157 

Cheese  

38 

Miscellaneous  

368 

Total- 

-2,6771b. 

Food  HygieBe  (General)  Regulations  1960 

During  the  year  a total  of  135  visits  was  made  under  these  regula- 
tions. 


Details  of  contraventions  found  and  remedied  arc  as  follows: — 


Regulations 

Contravention 

Found 

Remedied 

8. 

Food  to  be  protected  from  risk  of  contamination 

1 

1 

14. 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

2 

6 

16. 

Wash  Hand  Basins 

2 

5 

17. 

First  Aid  Materials 

— 

1 

19. 

Sinks 

— 

1 

23. 

Cleanliness  and  repair  of  Food  Rooms 

6 

10 

24. 

Accumulation  of  refuse 

• « . 

— 

3 

Food  shops  inspected  under  the  OflBces,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 
Act  are  not  record^  here  unless  a contravention  is  found  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations. 


Food  Hygiene '(Markets,  Stalls  and  IMlTery  Vdilcles)  Regnladoos  1966 

Applications  were  received  from  five  stall  holders  for  exemption  from 
the  provision  of  water  supply,  wash  basins  and  sinks. 

The  alternative  arrangements  were  satisfaottMy  and  the  exemptions 
granted. 
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Food  Premises 

The  number  of  premises  totalling  199  where  food  is  prepared,  stored 
or  retailed  is  as  follows:  — 


Number 

Type  of  Premises  of 

Premises 

Number 

fitted 

to  comply 
with  Reg- 
ulation 16 

Number 
to  which 
Regulation 
19  applies 

Number 
fitted  to 
Comply 
with  Reg- 
ulation 19 

Hotels  and  Licensed  Premises 
Restaurants  (including  snack 

4S 

48 

48 

48 

bars)  

16 

16 

16 

16 

Works  Canteens  

10 

10 

10 

10 

School  Canteens  

11 

11 

11 

11 

Butchers  

16 

16 

16 

16 

Slaughterhouses  

5 

5 

5 

5 

Food  Manufacturing  Premises 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Wet  and  Dried  Fish  Shops  ... 

7 

7 

6 

6 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Dairies  and  Milk  Distributors 

4 

4 

— 

3 

Grocers  

39 

39 

39 

39 

Greengrocers  

7 

7 

7 

7 

Bakehouses  

8 

8 

8 

8 

Bread  and  Cake  Confectioners 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Other  Food  Shops  

15 

15 

9 

9 

Hospitals,  etc.  

5 

5 

5 

5 

Of  these  numbers,  shops  dealing  with  more 
are  classiJBed  once. 

than  one  of  these  items 

SaiiH>ling  of  Food  and  Drugs 

The  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  relating  to  the 
sampling  of  food  and  drugs  are  administered  by  the  Weights  and  Measures 
Department  of  the  Essex  County  Council.  The  Chief  Inspector  of  that 
department  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  report 

The  County  Council  as  Food  and  Drugs  authority  administers  an 
area  covering  a population  of  over  550,000  and  is  thus  the  largest  such 
authority  in  the  County. 

SiKsh  an  area  affords  the  authority  an  opportunity  of  carrying  out  a 
comprehensive  sampling  scheme  on  an  annual  basis.  Purely  local  pro- 
ducts are  sampled  at  tiieir  point  of  local  outlet  whilst  widely  distributed 
products  are  sampled  at  any  of  the  main  distributive  points  which  are 
available;  and  economy  is  achieved  in  sampling  and  duplication  is  avoided, 
but  at  the  same  time  the  widest  x>ossible  coverage  of  the  many  and  varied 
products  for  sale  is  achieved. 

The  object  of  selective  sampling  and  analysis  is  to  ensure  within  the 
area  the  sale  of  food  which  is  of  the  nature,  substance  and  quality  d^ 
manded  by  the  purchaser,  which  is  free  from  any  harmful  ingredient,  it 
not  adulterated  or  misdescribed,  complies  with  compositional  standards,  ani 
'generally  complies  with  all  the  many  statutorv  regulations  so  carefully 
{^nned  for  the  information  and  protection  of  consumers. 
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During  the  year  1,479  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  taken  through- 
out the  area.  Ot  these  764  were  milk  samples  of  which  753  were  tested 
at  ttie  department’s  own  laboratory. 

The  Public  Analyst  reported  adversely  upon  24  samples.  Proceedings 
were  insitiituted  in  nine  instances. 

In  addition  2,421  prepacked  articles  of  food  were  examined  by  the 
sampling  officers  in  the  course  of  enforcing  the  Labelling  of  Food  Order, 
1953  (as  amended)  which  requires  ingredients  to  be  given  upon  con- 
tainers, and  to  ensure  compliance  with  regulations  controlling  the  use  of 
food  additives.  Displays  of  imported  fooa  were  also  inspected  to  ensure 
due  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act, 
1926,  as  to  disclosure  of  origin.  Of  the  above-mentioned  samples,  the 
following  were  procured  within  the  Braintree  and  Booking  Urban  District ; - 


Food  and  Drugs — Not  Milk 


Beverages  9 

Baby  Gereal  Food  ...  1 

Blackcurrant  Cordial  ...  1 

Lime  Juice  Cordial  ...  1 

Lemon  Barley  Water  ...  1 

Orange  Squash  ...  2 

Passion  Fruit  Crush  ...  1 

Raisin  Flavour  Cordial  1 


A,  C & D Vitamin  Pellets  1 

Aluminium  Hydroxide  Tablets  1 

Aneurin  Compound  Tablets 

B.P.C 1 

Dried  Aluminium  Hydroxide 

Gel  B.P 1 

Ephedrine  Hydrochloride 

Tablets  1 

Multi  Vitamin  and  Mineral 

Pellets  1 

Vitamin  Yeast  Tablets  ...  1 


Milk 


Food  and  Drugs — Milk 

26  (including  10  taken  at  Schools) 


I 


